PART  I
HOW MEN LIVED IN THE ELEVENTH CENTURY

I.    The Village

Domesday Book. * At midwinter in the year 1085 William the;
Conqueror wore his ciown at Gloucester and there he had deep
speech with his wise men/ It was nearly twenty yea is since
Scnlac had given to the Duke of Normandy and hi* following
of barons, brigands and landless adventurers, the lich country,
winch, successively the prey of Roman, Saxon and Dane, had
then changed hands for the last time. Now William and hK wise
men decided that the time had come to take stock of the booty.
So he sent through all England his commissioner to every
shire and hundred with orders to describe, the kingdom on which
he had entered. They went, and they called together men from
every district and every village* and wrote; down wh.il they
learnt. Then clerks at head-quarters took the reports and re-
arranged them so that tint king might know, not only what
land there was and what taxes it could pay, but who was lospon-
sible for the land to him, for according to Norman ideas all land
must be held 'of ' somebody, and finally of the king. Thus was
made Domesday Book, as it came! to bt; culled, the first great
survey of England, on which we depend mainly for our knowledge
of the economics of the early Middle Ages,

Let us see exactly what the commissioners had to do, Hens
is one set of instructions: ' The King's barons inquired by oath
of the sheriff of the* shin* and of all the barons ami of thrir
Frenchmen and of the whole hundred, the priest, reeve, arid six
villani of every vill, how the rnansio is called, who held it in the
time of King Edward, who holds it now, how many hides, how
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